August 20, 2010
Morrisville-Yardley Area Rotary Launches Internet Ethics Program
The Morrisville-Yardley Area Rotary Club has launched an ethical standard by which people can evaluate the emails they receive and decide whether or not to send them on. To immediately access this standard and the reasons for it, go to the club web site at www.morrisparotary.org and click on Internet 4-Way Test in the Announcements section.

This program was motivated by the ethically-challenged environment of today and the realization that it may not always be “them” (the politicians, bureaucrats, CEO’s, Wall Street, etc.) Sometimes, perhaps without realizing it, it is us.
For example, you may be accustomed to passing on emails that appeal to your sense of values and beliefs. Unless you take the time to check the veracity of them you very likely are forwarding some emails that greatly distort the truth. In this electronic age, even videos that look to be absolutely authentic can easily be the result of someone manipulating the images and sound to show something as true that is not.  

The 4-Way Test, as follows, is used by Rotarians world-wide as a standard by which to guide business and professional conduct. “Of the things we think, say or do (including what we forward over the Internet and what we post on web sites), 1. Is it the TRUTH? 2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? Will it build GOODWIlLL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? and 4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”

